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If you love stories and books and think 
it would be amazing to write and make 
your own, here’s a step-by-step guide 
to how. 

The trick is to tell a story that’s exciting 
to you rather than trying to copy a story 
you already know. 

What you need: 

Paper 
Felt tips or crayons 
Scissors 
A stapler 
Your imagination 

Step 1: 

Cut out the templates at the end of this 
worksheet. Stack them all together on 
top of each other neatly, then put two 
staples on the dotted line. (Ask a 
grown-up to help.) Then fold in two 
along the dotted line. Now you have a 
blank book.  To make a bigger book 
just cut out three rectangles of paper, 
twice as long as they are wide. 

Step 2: 

Number your pages. Ignore the front 
page and the inside cover. So turn the 
page once to open the book and then 
turn the pages again.  

Now start numbering the pages at the 
bottom. Don’t number the back page 
either. You will have written the 
numbers from 1 to 8.  
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Step 3: 

Page one and two are about 
introducing your character. What’s their 
name and how do they spend their 
day? Write this on page one, near the 
top of the page. 

What do they want more than anything 
in the world. Write that on page one 
too. 

Maggie  is  an  astronaut 

Charlie  is  a  little  girl 

Jimmy  makes  cakes

Maggie  wants  to  fly  to  
Jupiter 

Charlie  wants to  get  a job 
so she can buy her mum a 
present 

Jimmy  wants  to make the 
biggest  cake  in  the  world 
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Step 3: 

On page two you’re going to do a 
drawing to show your main character.  

Think about showing them doing what 
they love. 

Or you could draw what they dream of 
doing. 

Think about the expression on their 
face. Are they sad? Happy? Excited? 

Step 4: 

Page three and four are about the 
challenges your main character faces. 
What is stopping them doing what they 
really want? It can be as sensible or silly 
as you like. 

Maggie doesn’t have a space 
ship 

Charlie  is only six! 

There’s   a  massive  cake 

eating monster  in  Jimmy’s 
bedroom 

Step 5: 

Draw their problem on page four. Make 
it an exciting picture. Maybe a monster 
is roaring or a little girl is watching a 
space ship zoom in the air above her or 
a little boy is standing at the bottom of 
a massive mountain that’s covered in 
tigers. 
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Step 6: 

Page five and six are exciting. This is 
where your main character faces their 
obstacles head-on! 

What is your character doing to do to 
overcome their problem? Write it near 
the top of the page. 

It can be funny, scary, exciting or silly. 
This is your story. Make it how you want 
it to be. 

What happens next? Does the monster 
make friends with your character? Does 
the space ship look amazing? Write that 
down too.

Maggie  builds  a  space ship 
out  of  pans  and  sellotape 

Charlie  borrows  her mum’s 
clothes  and  stands  on  a 
bucket 

Jimmy   takes  his  special 
cake  making  wooden  spoon 
to fight  the monster 

Maggie’s  space ship  starts 
to  roar  like a real space 
ship. Smoke comes out! 

Charlie  walks  to  the  shop. 
and  asks  for  a  job 

The  monster  says,  don’t 
hurt me,  I  love  cake! 

Step 7: 

Draw this on page six. This will be a 
busy drawing, full of things happening. 
Try to fill the page with as many details 
as you can. 
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Step 8: 

Now we’re going to make your last two 
pages. This is the end of the story. Is it a 
sad ending or a happy ending? Think 
about what your character’s dream was 
and whether it came true. Are they 
going to try again tomorrow? Are they a 
bit cleverer now, a bit kinder, a bit more 
caring? 

Write in down on page seven. 

Maggie’s  zooms  to  Jupiter  
and  brings  an  alien  home.  
She  has  a  new  best  friend 
now 

Charlie  works  in  the  corner 
shop  every  Tuesday.  She 
has bought   her  mum  a  
bunch of  flowers  with  her  
wages. 

Jimmy and the monster 
make friends and make a 
monster sized cake 
together. Jimmy is always 
kind to monsters now. 

Step 9: 

Draw the ending of the story on page 
eight. Make sure you show your main 
character’s face and how they feel now. 

Step 10: 

Now we’re going to give our book a 
name and a front cover. Close your 
book and you will see you have a blank 
front cover. What’s your book called? 
Write the name on the front and draw 
an exciting or beautiful picture to make 
people want to read it. 

Don’t forget to put the author’s name 
on the front. 

Maggie  and  the  alien 

By  Eddie  Taylor 
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Step 11: 

Open your book. There should be two 
blank pages. On the second page you 
are going to write what authors call 
their dedication. This is who they are 
thanking for helping them write the 
book or for inspiring them, or who they 
wrote the book for. 

Your book is finished. You could lend it 
to a friend by posting it to them or put it 
on your own bookcase to share with 
your family later. 

For  my  Gran 
because  she  is  kind 

http://www.katehulme.co.uk


Make your own story book

Kate Hulme Writing and Museum Consultancy www.katehulme.co.uk

http://www.katehulme.co.uk


Make your own story book

Kate Hulme Writing and Museum Consultancy www.katehulme.co.uk

http://www.katehulme.co.uk


Make your own story book

Kate Hulme Writing and Museum Consultancy www.katehulme.co.uk

http://www.katehulme.co.uk

